MEN OF POWER
visional and somewhat ambiguous approval and sends
Francis away with his blessing. The provision is
that the brothers must choose a responsible head who in
turn will be directly under the authority of the church.
Further, the brothers must consider their order as a
branch of the Roman Church, which now confers the
tonsure upon them.
Thus the brothers who had come to Rome as lay-
men firmly associated in the joy of Christian love and
life leave the city as an Order of the Roman Church,
with Francis no longer holding his leadership among
them through the bond of love alone, but as a repre-
sentative of the authority conferred upon him and
exercised over him by the Pope. It is the first of those
steps by which in the years to come the church is com-
pletely to transform the original band of free follow-
ers of the gospel way into an ecclesiastical institution.
Whatever the later effects of the church upon this
simple brotherhood the immediate result of the Pope's
approval is to give it a certain authority and respecta-
bility. The Franciscans are no longer berated as "mad-
men." Great crowds gather to hear them, and the
Brothers preach with increased zeal inspired by public
approval. In Assisi itself the doors of the great cathe-
dral, recently built by the people themselves and regarded
by them as their proudest possession, are opened for
Francis. There, cm a great platform surrounded by
hundreds, even thousands, of his fellow-citizens, he
preaches his simple gospel of repentance and love.
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